
Exhibition Resources for Middle 
and High School Teachers
About the Exhibition
As a branch of the Floyd County Library, the Carnegie
Center for Art & History strives to preserve and share the
vibrant history and culture of Floyd County and its residents.
From Audubon to Sisto presents almost 200 years of
artwork, photographs, and ephemera that offer glimpses
into our community, past and present. The exhibition, which
represents only a small percentage of the library’s collection,
features newly acquired and recently restored pieces—some
of which have never been displayed publicly—as well as
select mainstays and hidden gems. 
 
Highlights include two original double elephant folio
prints from John James Audubon’s Birds of America, on
display side by side for the first time, and newly acquired
George Morrison portraits, which hang alongside his
classic 1853 painting View of New Albany from Silver Hills.
The recent restoration of a piece by another of New
Albany’s early artists, Joseph Krementz, reveals new
details previously overpainted. The influence of both
painters is evident in the work of later generations of
artists included in the exhibition.

Also present is artwork by members of two important
regional arts collectives: the Wonderland Way Art Club of
the 1930s and the Southern Indiana Studio Gallery of the
1960s. Fancy Shawl Dance by renowned fiber artist Penny
Sisto is the most contemporary piece included, on display
for the first time in a decade. The exhibition ends in the
Newkirk Gallery with a selection of historic prints and
photographs showing captivating scenes of daily life from
years past.



Questions for Viewing and Discussion

What feelings do these pieces of art bring out for you?
What can you learn about the artists from viewing this exhibition?
What is your favorite work in the exhibition and why?
What questions would you like to be able to ask the artists to know 
more about a specific piece of art or their bodies of work as a whole?
How can we use art to learn about the history of a place?

The following questions can be used to guide viewing and discussion of any 
of the paintings or drawings in the exhibition.

Activities
Artist Research and Biography (English-Language Arts)
The Special Collections of the Floyd County Library is filled with local artists. 
Students should choose one of the featured artists in the show and do additional 
research on them. With the information they gather, students will write a short 
biography and/or a short presentation about their chosen artist. Students can also 
access the Special Collections website to view other pieces in the collection by 
artists in the show. 

Audubon Society Research (Social Studies/English-Language Arts)
Have students explore the Advocacy section of the Audubon Society website and 
the organization's efforts toward the conservation of birds and their habitats. They 
will then choose one policy or initiative that they are undertaking, summarize the 
work that is being done and then come up with 3 ways that they can assist in this 
effort. 

Historical Building Research (Social Studies)
Paintings like George Morrison's View of New Albany from Silver Hills feature 
some of the early prominent buildings in New Albany. The Special Collections of 
the Floyd County Library also has images of those buildings as well as those that 
were built later in the city's history. Have students access the Special Collections 
website to find images of one of these historic buildings and create a short report 
on the history of the building and its significance to the city by doing research 
through the internet or even making a visit to the Indiana Room at the Library. 

Create Your Own Calling Card (Art-Making)
In the 1800s calling cards were an important part of society. Have students read 
about their history with this article and/or additional research. Once they have 
done that students can look at examples of calling cards from Joseph Krementz 
(one of which is to the right). Students will then either use a program like Canva 
on their devices or draw on paper or card stock to create their own calling cards. 
You can instruct students to make their cards as detailed as you would like them to 
be.

Joseph Krementz Calling Card

https://floydlibrary.catalogaccess.com/home
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/advocacy?_gl=1*1nodhbo*_ga*MTUxMjQ4MzIzMC4xNjcxNzQzOTEy*_ga_X2XNL2MWTT*MTY3MTc0MzkxMS4xLjEuMTY3MTc0NDAyNi4xMS4wLjA.
https://floydlibrary.catalogaccess.com/home
https://floydlibrary.catalogaccess.com/home
https://floydlibrary.org/indiana-history-room/
https://hobancards.com/blogs/thoughts-and-curiosities/calling-cards-and-visiting-cards-brief-history


The Carnegie Center for Art & History is one of Southern Indiana’s 
cultural cornerstones. Housed in New Albany’s original library building, 
the Carnegie Center has ongoing exhibits about the history of the 
Underground Railroad in the region and the remarkable life story of 
celebrated Civil War nurse Lucy Higgs Nichols. The Carnegie also 
features rotating exhibitions of contemporary local, national, and 
international art in a wide range of visual mediums, as well as many 
opportunities for hands-on learning.

As a branch of the Floyd County Library, the Carnegie Center supports 
the growth and creativity of an engaged, informed, and connected 
community. Those tenets form the basis of the Carnegie Center’s 
creation of quality programming for both youth and adults. Admission 
is always free as part of our dedication to community accessibility and 
inclusivity. Visit or schedule a tour on Mondays through Saturdays, and 
join us for special programs on Thursday evenings.

 
 

201 E. Spring Street, New Albany, IN 47150
812-944-7336 -- www.carnegiecenter.org
Monday-Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Thursday 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
 

About UsAdditional Resources

From Audubon to Sisto Webpage 
https://carnegiecenter.org/exhibitions/from-audubon-to-sisto- 
highlights-from-the-permanent-collection/
Information from the Carnegie Center about the exhibition as well as 
other events at the museum

Floyd County Library Special Collections Catalog
https://floydlibrary.catalogaccess.com/home
Explore the Special Collection in the online catalog; contact 
indiana@nafclibrary.org or 812-949-3527 with and questions

National Audubon Society
www.audubon.org/
The National Audubon Society protects birds and the places they 
need, today and tomorrow, throughout the Americas using science, 
advocacy, education, and on-the-ground conservation.

Cover Image: John James Audubon (R. Havell, engraver), Barred Owl, 1828.
Hand-colored engraving with aquatint on paper

Penny Sisto, Fancy Shawl Dance, 2011, Mixed Media

http://www.carnegiecenter.org/
https://carnegiecenter.org/exhibitions/from-audubon-to-sisto-highlights-from-the-permanent-collection/
https://carnegiecenter.org/exhibitions/from-audubon-to-sisto-highlights-from-the-permanent-collection/
https://floydlibrary.catalogaccess.com/home
https://www.audubon.org/

